22                             STRANGE VIGOUR
churches. It would have been strange if the same influences had
not had a similar effect on Tai-cheong; but Ah Mi was surprised when
his young brother dutifully applied to him for permission to become
a Christian. Tai-cheong spoke firmly of his conviction and in so
doing did not hesitate to ridicule the household gods in Ah Mi's
home* Ah Mi was very angry and not only forbade Tai-cheong's
baptism but wrote to Sun Tao-chuan in Choyhung telling him what
had happened and recommending that his young brother's foreign
education be discontinued. A letter came back ordering Tai-
cheong's return and adding:
**I will take this Jesus nonsense out of him when he gets home. I will see
whether he will abandon the religion and customs of his ancestors and take
up with the superstitions of the foreign devils."1*
There was a further reason for the lad's return to China, By
Chinese reckoning he was now seventeen. It is hard for western
minds to appreciate how seriously the Chinese regard the duty of
marriage with a view to raising offspring who will continue the
ancestral line. Mencius said: "Three things are unfilial and of these
the worst* is to have no offspring".18 Every boy approaching man-
hood had impressed upon him the necessity of marriage in the in-
terests of the family and the matrimonial arrangements were made
by the parents. The choice of a suitable bride and the date of the
marriage were settled for a young man and a dutiful son would no
more dream of failing in this respect than he would injure his parents <>
in some material matter. The time had come when Tai-cheong's
nuptials must be taken in hand and the family decided it would be
as well to have him at home during the lengthy preparations.
So Tai-cheong left lolant. He took with him not only the precious
prize he had won but also an English bible and the habit of reading it.